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requires fundamentals, intelligence, and a
commitment to excellence that is beautiful to
behold when it manifests itself. | believe it was
best summed up by a spectator at this year’s
State tournament who told Coach Throneburg
that the State tournament just was not the
same without Casey-Westfield involved. This
is high praise for not only a class team and
coach, but for the entire school, the families,
and all of the fans of these talented women.
| am very proud to represent Casey in the
U.S. Congress, and | wish the players all of
the best in their future endeavors. | would like
to read their names for the record: Kylie
Redman, Terri Kemper, Trisha Hupp, Bethany
McClellan, Melinda Hickox, Heather Sanders,
Debbie Hall, Jenny Wimbley, Monica
Sudkamp, Rachael McClellan, Heather Black,
Katie McClellan, Angela Webber, Stephanie
Stephen, Sarah Lemond, Dara Throneburg,
and Lyndsay Sanders.
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Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the 50th anniversary of the
National School Lunch Program. This highly
successful program serves over 25 million
meals annually to the children of California’s
Third Congressional District.

In 1946, President Truman signed the Na-
tional School Lunch Act, which was designed
to ensure the nutritional health of the Nation's
students. Some 7.1 million children were
served by the program by the end of its first
year. Currently, the National School Lunch
Program serves breakfasts, lunches, and
afternoon snacks, to more than 25 million chil-
dren across the country.

In spite of the School Lunch Program’s obvi-
ous successes, the program was targeted for
draconian cuts by the Republican Congress.
Under the Republican plan, cuts in the School
Lunch Program would have cost California
about $1 billion over 4 years.

| am proud to have opposed these cuts, and
| salute the National School Lunch Program,
for its 50 years of success in feeding our Na-
tion’s children. This is an excellent example of
government that works.
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Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3562, a bill to authorize the State
of Wisconsin to implement the demonstration
project known as Wisconsin Works. Gov.
Tommy Thompson is a recognized leader in
the area of welfare reform. He, and other Gov-
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ernors across the United States, have worked
diligently to improve the manner in which pub-
lic assistance benefits are provided to our
neediest citizens. However, they cannot do
this without reducing the mandates of the Fed-
eral Government. Governor Thompson and
other Governors need our help in getting relief
from the heavy hand of Washington bureau-
crats.

The Federal waiver process is time consum-
ing and States are pressured to drop certain
waiver requests, thereby changing the design
of State reforms. That is why we are here
today.

The bill before the House of Representa-
tives today provides that relief to Wisconsin.
The Federal waivers that are necessary to im-
plement the Wisconsin Works Program are
granted through this bill. The bill ensures that
no additional cost will accrue to the Federal
Government.

The Wisconsin Works Program offers its
participants the opportunity to earn wages and
to learn how to increase their value to employ-
ers. Wisconsin has been testing various meth-
ods of reforming the welfare system for sev-
eral years. Its other demonstration projects in-
clude, Work Not Welfare, Work First, Children
First, and Pay for Performance. The consistent
theme throughout all of these projects, and in-
corporated in the Wisconsin Works Program,
is the expectation of personal responsibility
and the goal of independence and a promising
future for welfare participants.

Governor Thompson’s proposal for Wiscon-
sin Works includes waivers applicable to the
Food Stamp Program. As chairman of the
Committee on Agriculture, which has respon-
sibility for the Food Stamp Program, | certainly
appreciate the need for reform of this pro-
gram.

The first hearing held when | became chair-
man of the Committee on Agriculture was on
the Food Stamp Program. Our committee has
developed a comprehensive reform of the pro-
gram and it is incorporated in the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act of
1996. This reform emphasizes work for able-
bodied persons, promotes real jobs with incen-
tives, allows States to harmonize welfare pro-
grams with the Food Stamp Program, and
curbs trafficking and fraud with increased pen-
alties.

The waivers to the Food Stamp Program in-
corporated in this bill provide Wisconsin the
ability to match its program with the Food
Stamp Program in the areas of certification,
employment, and training programs and work
requirements. Additionally, for those persons
in the Wisconsin Works Program who also re-
ceive food stamps, food benefits will be pro-
vided in cash. The Wisconsin program in-
cludes a mandatory nutrition education pro-
gram. Wisconsin believes that for its partici-
pants to become self-sufficient, they need to
know how to budget for food purchases, with-
out the parameters specified by the use of
food coupons. Wisconsin estimates that ap-
proximately half of the families receiving food
stamps will be provided cash instead of food
stamps.

| am not generally in favor of substituting
cash for food stamp benefits. One of the im-
portant tenets of our welfare reform proposal
was that food stamps would remain as the
safety net program during the transition of re-
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forming welfare. Food is a basic need and
must be available to low-income families.

| am encouraged the Wisconsin Works Pro-
gram includes a mandatory nutrition education
component so that families will receive edu-
cation on how to budget funds to ensure good
diets. In addition, the cash-out of food stamps
is linked to a program with strong work re-
quirements.

USDA, over the years, has approved sev-
eral demonstration programs that issue cash
instead of food stamps and almost half of the
States operate some form of a cash-out pro-
gram. As with those other programs, | intend
to watch the Wisconsin program so that we
will know that Federal dollars provided for food
are indeed spent on food.

Mr. Speaker, | urge Members to support
H.R. 3562 and the Wisconsin Works Program.
The President has expressed support for the
Wisconsin Works Program and Congressman
KLECZKA's substitute amendment, provided for
in the rule, urges the administration to approve
waivers necessary to allow Wisconsin to carry
out its program.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
pay tribute to Marianne Barrios, the energetic
photojournalist-general manager of the San
Fernando Sun. This year Marianne is being
given special recognition by the Mission Hills
Chamber of Commerce for many years of
service to the chamber and the northeast San
Fernando Valley. Those of us lucky enough to
know Marianne know that this honor is richly
deserved.

Marianna is best known for her work with
the San Fernando Sun. Readers of the paper
know that she does an exceptional job keep-
ing people informed. She makes a point of
coming to grand openings, rallies, chamber
events—I| have enjoyed seeing Marianne at
many of these over the years—and covering
the various communities in San Fernando and
the northeast valley. All of us who care about
the area owe a huge debt of gratitude to
Marianne for her work.

As busy as she is with the San Fernando
Sun, Marianne somehow finds time for other
activities. For example, she is a member of
the Foothill Area Boosters Association, the
San Fernando Valley Police Advisory Council
and the northeast valley chapter of the Amer-
ica Heart Association. In addition, she is a
present or past board member of New Direc-
tions for Youth, the San Fernando and Mission
Hills Chambers of Commerce and the Holy
Cross Medical Center Century Club.

The devoted mother of a 15-year-old son,
Marianne spends much of her time working
with organizations dedicated to improving the
lives of children. It is another way in which she
has made an invaluable contribution to the
community.

| ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting Marianne Barrios, whose selflessness
and dedication is a shining example to us all.
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